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- that the moſt High is à God of Anal, and WP bim 
_ Mens Attiogs are. weigh d. 3 42 


NDER the legal Biſpenfation FR FEED! 
Hiſtory informs us, that there were divers 
Fraſts celebrated by the Jets, by divine Au- 
* thority and Appointment, and were intend- 
ed to perpetuate tht Memory of thoſe great Events 
which the Almighty had wrought in Favogr of that 
People; which gracious Regard, and ſingular Love 
and 2 they were commanded to acknowled 


5 by the warmeſt Return of Gratitude, the hi gheſt Der 


ee of Love, and moſt perfect Obedience to the 
aws and Precepts of the moſt High God; the-- 


' © Greateſt, and molt Eſſential. being delivered with un- 
common Solemnity, in theſe Words, Hear, O Iſrael! 


T he Lord thy God is one Lord; and Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy Cod with all thine Heart, and -with all thy 
Soul, and with, all thy Strength. And as they conti- 
-pued ſtedfaſt and ſimply devoted in Heart and Mind 


t the Love and Adoration'of the one true God, he 


condeſcends to covenant to continue the Marks of his 


favourable Regard, even to Thouſands of Generations: 


7 In 6 of which he attends and DOM this. 
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People thro? an uncommon Scene of Danger, Streights 


: 


and Difficulties; _ in ſurmounting thereof he ugg þ 
His great Power,” and magnified his Glory; which- 
cauſed the People to believe in his Words, and to: 
ng his Praiſe. 8 | 


cing thus conducted thro? their Troubles into the 


promiſed Land of Peace and Plenty, and put into 
Poſſeſſion of Houſes which they built not; Vineyards} 


and Oliveyards which they planted not; when they 


partook of the Good of the Land, and had eaten and 
drank to- the full, fluſhed with, their Proſperity" and- 
Plenty, they roſe up to play, and began to grow 'wan- 


ton; and in that Situation, unmindful of the Author 


of all their Mescies and Benefits, who had fulfilled his 
gracious Promiſe, and done ſuch Wonders for their 
Sakes, they Torgot' the Lord their Redeemer, and 
lightly eſteemed the Holy One of 17a, ſacrificing to 
their Nets and to their Drags; attributing their Suc- 
ceſſes to their own Strength, Power and Wiſdom. .. 
ln this inſenſible State they grew negligent of the 
Statutes of the Lord, and caſt his Laws behind their 
Backs; they would not liſten to the Counſel or Re- 


proof of God, but turn'd Judgment into Worm wood. 
and left off to do Righteouſneſs: They oppreſſed the 


Poor, and reſpected: the Perſon of the Rich in Judg- 


ment; the Cauſe of the Widow came not before 
them; neither did they. judge the Fatherleſs; they 
ſer light by Father/and Mother, and their Pride and 


Arrogance teſtified to their Faces: The Prophets 


re proved them for their Covetouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, 


Adultery, and for Idolatry, the moſt unheard of and 
unparellel'd, far more impious than other Nations; 
for they chang'd the Glory of the incorruptible God 
into corruptible Things, ſuch as Silver and Gold, and: 


worſhipped Idols in high Places, as well as in the 


more ſecret Chambers of Imagery; they went after 


their own Inventions, and. ſerved the Creature more 
than the Creator: They read the Command, that 


they ſhould love God above all Things, but loved and 


ſerved 


W nt a % Bs. 


ee, Fo. A Te IS nn hl - A 


yr © 


1 w- 


er 1 THAT. A og. 
' AS OBSERVE DAYS AND TIMES. |: 


* 


ſerved their own Luſts; they hated the Prophets, and 
thoſe that rebuked in the Gate; and to conclude; the 
Catalogue of their Impieties, the Prophet tells us, 
4heir Hands were full of Blood. _ 11. 3900 
Notwithſtanding all theſe high Charges againft 
them, pronounced by the Prophets in the Name of 
the Lord, they ſtill, wich the Temple of the Lord 
in their Mouths, offered outward Sacrifices, but the 
inward Sacrifice of a contrite Heart they were Stran- 
gers to; they preſented their Bodies in the Temple, 
but their Hearts were occupied by their Idols; for 
each Man had ſet up his Idols in his own Heart 
according to the Luſt thereof; whether his Affections 
went after Riches, Honour, Power, 'or Glory of this 
World; they were exact in legal Ceremonies, and 
punctual in obſerving their appornted Feaſts; they aſ- 
fembled and fat as the People of God, and perform'd 
bodily Exerciſe, while their Hearts were polluted with 
Sin, and conſequently far ſeparated from God, who 
is eſſential Holineſs and Purity. 59551 
But the Lord, who is a God of Knowledge weizhed 
their Actions in the juſt Balance of the Sanctuary, and 
found them deficient in many Points of Duty, and 
guilty of the Commiſſion of many Sins and Iniqui- 
ties; therefore he queried with the People after this 
Manner, Shall I be enquired of at all at your Hands ? 
As if he had ſaid, Is it reaſonable that I, who have 
ſearched out your Sins, and know your Inſincerity, 
ſhould anſwer your formal Mockeries: No, certainly ; 
but I will, faith the Lord, anſwer them according to 
their Idols. I hate, I deſpiſe (ſaith God) your Feaſt- 
Days, I will not ſmell your ſolemn Afſemblicsz your new 
Moons, and your appointed Feaſts, my Soul bateth : Your 


ſelemn Meetings are Iniquity. I will not accept your Of- 


ferings; take away from me the Noiſe of your Songs: 1 
will not hear the Melody of your Viols; toben you make 
many Prayers I will not hear. But waſh you, make you 
clean, put away the Evil of yoilr Doings from before mine 
Hes; ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well! let Fudament 
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run den as Vater, and Righteouſneſs | as a mighty Stream, 
and then Iwill reaſon with you, and paſs by your Offences, - 
And notwithſtanding the Condeſcention and Readi- 
neſs of the Almighty to pardon their Sins, they con- 
tinued in their Impieties, which witneſſed to their 
Faces, fo that they could not evade pleading Guilty ; 
yet to ſuch an high Pitch of Obduracy and Impeni- 
tency of Heart were they reduced by Sin, that they 
{till rejected the gracious Admonitions and kind Warn- 
ings to return to their firſt Love and Obedience, but 
went on to drink in Iniquity as an Ox drinketh Water, 
and declared their Sins as openly and daringly as So- 
dom; having created a falſe Peace, and flattered them- 
ſelves: that the Viſions of the Prophets were for a lon 
Time, and far remote from the Accompliſhment : 
And becauſe the Judgments of God were delayed, 
their Hearts were fully bent to do Evil. But behold, 
the rejected Mercy of God gives Way to his Juſtice, 
who, tho! he beafs long, will not always ſtrive with 
Man; yet, as loth to let his Hand take hold on Ven- 
ance, ſeems to aſk, If it were not juſt that he 
Houtd viſit for theſe Thing s: Yet how ſhall I give thee 
1p (to Deſtruction) O 3 And ſtill intreats, 
that they would lay hold on Mercy, left be ſatisfied bis 
Fuſtice in their Overthrow. But their Eyes they had 
cloſed fo, that they would not ſee the Things chat. 
belonged to their Peace and Happineſs. 
And now the Almighty deals with them in a more 
awakening Manner, bringing Sword, Peſtilence and 
Famine, into their Cities, and cauſing many to be 
carried into Captivity, and at length totally ſubjecting 
them to the Roman Yoke and Government: And at 
this Juncture was fulfilled the Prediction, That the 
Scepter was to depart from Iſrael outwardly, and trans- 
terr'd to the more inward, ſpiritual, glorious and 
peaceable Coming of Shilo's Government, uſher'd in 
with the Saviour of Mankind ; not to reſtore the out- 
ward Kingdoms of J1/rae!, but to eſtabliſh his own . 
Power and Dominion in the Heart, and to let them 
know, that the Kingdom of God is within Man. 
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Thus Chriſt comes with Offers of Grace, and Con- 
ditions of Peace and Reconciliation in his Hand, firſt 
propoſed to the People whom God had ſelected from 
the. Nations of the Earth, to place his Name among, 
which as they received, and believed in him, was to 
be the Glory of that People, as well as a Light to 
enlighten the Gentiles, of whoſe Stock you are, who 
are now about to rejoice, as you profeſs in that Life 
and Immortality brought to Light. by Chriſt Jeſus; 
who neither himſelf, nor his Apoſtles, appointed by 
Precept nor Practice any Feaſts or Faſts in the Church 
of God; but on the contrary, an eminent Apoſtle, 
viz. Paul, under an. Apprehenſion that ſome. of his 
new Chriſtian Converts were falling into Judaiſm, as 
judging the Obſervation of the Jewiſh Days neceſſary, 
* expreſſes his Concern in theſe Terms; Now that 
ye know God, or rather are known of him, ho turn ye 
again to the weak and beggarly Elements, whereunto ye 


- Gefire to be in Bondage! Ye obſerve Days and Months, 


beſtowed upon you Labour in vain. \- wt, 
But to paſs over any farther Remarks on this Prac-- 
tice among Chriſtians, I would humbly recommend 
to you (who obſerve Days, and particularly that where- 
in you profeſs to commemorate the Birth of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord) to conſider the Significancy of the 
Name JEsus, and the End of his Appearance in Hu- 
manity: He ſhall be calÞd Jzsus, a Saviour, becauſe be 


and Times and Years; 1 am afraid of you, leſt I have 


hall ſave his People from their Sins, not in their Sins; 


agreeable to the Teſtimony of the Harbinger of Chriſt 
to the People who repaired to his Baptiſm ; Behold ! 
ſays he, tbe Lamb of God, who takes away the Sins of the 


| World: As much as if he had ſaid, Don't depend on 


me (I am not the Chriſt) nor my Adminiſtration, 
which cannot remove your Impurities from the Soul, 
for I only baptize with Water ; but he, referring to 
Chriſt, ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with Fire; his Fan is in his Hand, to ſeparate and 
burn up the Chaff, but to gather and. preſerve the 

| Wheat; 
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etz . to remove the Droſs from the pure Gol, and 
u diſtinguiſn between the formal Worſhipper in the 
outward Courts, from him who worſhips God in 
Spirit and in Truck: For Chriſt came to put an End 
to carnal Ceremonies, and to introduce a more ſpiri- 
tual Intercourſe with God, ift and by his Spirit, and 
in Truth and Sincerity, not in Appearance and Form 
only: And his- firſt Operation in the Soul, to prepare 
it for ſuch a Service, Oak to lay the Axe of his Power 
to the Root of rhe corrupt Tree, and then conſequently 
every Branch of Sin muſt fall to the Ground. And the 
firſt Admonition which proceeded from the Lip of 
Truth was, in theſe Words, Repent and amend your Ways. 

And now you, who Alete the Chriſtian Name, who 
boaſt of Goſpel Light and Privileges, ſuffer the Word 
of Extiorcation and Caution; and as you profeſs your- 
ſelves Children of the Day, don't forfeit your Advan- 
tages by Walking in Darkneſs, Rioting, Revelling, 
Chambering and Wantonneſs: But put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that is, conform to his Exunple of Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs and Temperance, Sc. and endea- 
vour by his Aid; to become Partakers of his divine 
Nature: And if you are yet Strangers to the Doctrine 
of the Croſs of Chriſt,. begin now to follow your Ex- 
ample in the firſt Step to Chriſtianity, viz. Self-Denial, 
which can only entitle you to the Name of a Chriſtian: 
or Diſciple of Chriſt, taking up a daily Croſs to your 
own Wills and inordinate Defires; for you muſt of 
Neceſſity know the Saviour of Mankind to mortiſy 
your unruly Paſſions, to regulate your Affections, to 
give them their proper Direction, and attract them to 
their true Centre, God, before you can properly re- 
Joice in Chriſt: You muſt be enabled to ſay in Truth 
and Sincerity, my Soul doth magnify the Lord for 
his condeſcending Love and Mercy, in putting me in 
a Capacity of Salvation, and my Spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour; for I now know of a Truth, that 
the Son of God is come, not becauſe the holy Writ. 

ings inform me of his outward and inward Revelation, 
* but 
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wr becauſe he hath ſer up his Dominion in my Soul, 
ry 


b b 1 

and hath ſubdued mine Enemies, and given me Vic- 
tory over the Luſts, Vanities, and ſinful Pleaſures of 
the World, and over ſuch or ſuch a Sin and Weak- 
neſs. And further, when we can make this ſolemn 


Appeal, Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that I love thee aboue 


all temporal Enjoyments,. which I make ſubſervient to thy 
Glory; for he that loves any Thing more than Chriſt, 
is not worthy of him: When you come to this Expe- 
rience, and not till then can you truly and fully re- 
joice in Chriſt; for theſe who live in Pleaſure and 
Sin, are dead to divine Enjoyments, and cannot praiſe 


God, becauſe Praiſe is an Act of the Mind that is 


ſenſible of God's Mercies, and can truly bleſs him for 
his Benefits: This is the Matter in which you ſhould 
rejoice, that you know Chriſt ſavingly. J 

But now let us enquite, how the Generality of thoſe 
called Chriſtians do rejoice on the above mentioned 
Occaſion. And now ſhall I ſpeak what I know expe- 
rimentally, and ſay what Fruits Lhad in thoſe Things, 
whereof I am now aſhamed : Having been in Time 
paſt in the Obſervation of Times and Seaſons, and high 
in the formal Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, without know- 
ing the Power thereof to influence my Life and Prac- 
tice, as will appear when I ſay, Iran to the ſame Ex- 
ceſs and Riot at theſe Times with my Fellow Profeſ- 
ſors, after having been punctual in attending Places 
of Worſhip: The ſpare Time from this Service is 
generally ſpent in Feaſting; Card- playing, Dancing. 

evelling, Wantonneſs, Eating and Drinking, and 
riſing up to play, fooliſh Jeſting, which an inſpired” 


Apoſtle tells us, are not convenient. And among the 


vulgar Part of Mankind, what appears but Drunken- 
neſs, Oaths, Profaneneſs, Debaucheries of all Kinds, 
which by the Way, ſome are humbly of Opinion, tis 
the Buſineſs of the Magiſtrate to ſuppreſs or puniſh, 
who ſhould rule and judge for God and his Glory. 
But to ſuch a Pitch of Immorality are Men arrived 
(which is lamentable to behold !) that one might 

| | imagine 
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imagine they took the Advantage, and depended upon 
the Privilege and Benefit of the Coming of a Saviour, 
and ſinned without Reſtraint, and more extravagantly, 
that his Grace might abound. But rather let Charity 
excite me to attribute all the Madneſs, extravagant 
Behaviour, and Sins committed at theſe Seaſons, to 
proceed from Inconfideration ; Men, the lower Claſs 
at leaſt,' ſeldom enquire into the Nature and Reaſon 


of Things, that they might judge of their Fitneſs or 


Lawfulneſs, but blindly follow the Example of Supe- 
riors, Cuſtom and Tradition, whenever they appear 
in the Favour and Gratification of the ſenſual Mind 
and Appetites. ek h BEE”; 
But F will now appeal to every one's Reaſon.— 
Judge you, whether your Method of rejoicing at theſe 
Seaſons are agreeable to the Chriſtian Syſtem, Faith, 


Doctrine, and Practice, in which you will not find one 


ſingle Example to bear you out in your Luxury, Mirth 
and Jollity : You will allow, I doubt not, that the 
Chriſtian Life is a continual Warfare, and in ſuch 4 
Situation, a State of Vigilance is abſolutely neceſſary : 


Me find in outward War, when an Invaſion is expect- 


ed, Men are placed properly to watch the Approach 
of the Enemy: and when they quit their Stations, 
and are off their Guard, then is the Enemy's Advan- 
tage, who ſeldom fails to make an Inroad: And thus 
it is in a ſpiritual Senſe, where we are continually 
expoſed to Temptations on every Side; if we are off 
our Watch; we ſhalt certainly ſuffer Loſs. Conſider 


next the Nature of the Grace of God which comes 


thro' Jeſus Chriſt, it reaches and aſſiſts Men, firſt to 


abſtain from all Evil, and next, to walk ſoberly, 


godly and righteouſly in this preſent evil World, and 
to be holy in all Converſation ; we are to keep within 
the Bounds of Sobriety, Temperance, Sc. at all Times, 
and that the Principles of Virtue and Holineſs muſt 
by us be reduced to Practice, to a conſtant Habit of 


Righteouſneſs in the Soul, and then the Fruits of Ho- 


lineſs will appear in all our Converſation : In a Word, 
| we 
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we muſt love God above all Things, and. then ſhall. 


we fear to offend him, either in Thought, Word or Act. 

I have exceeded the Bounds of what I had chiefly. 
in my View, but my Heart is greatly, . 55 to all 
People, without Regard to Names, or different De- 


nominations, in religious Opinions; a Principle of 


Charity, or Love to God and my Neighbour, having 
prevailed upon me humbly to offer a few Things. to 


your Conſideration by Way of Caution; being fully 


convinced in my Judgment of the Doctrine of the A- 
ee that God is no Reſpenter of Perſons, his Of- 
ters of Grace are univerſal, and all who comply with 
His Terms of Acceptance, he will in no wiſe. reject; 
and I believe at the great Day, when Chriſt ſhall come 
in Glory and awful Majeſty, to judge both Quick and 
Dead, there will be but the Diſtinction of 7ſt and, 
Unjuſt, under the Appellation of Sheep and Goazs : Our 
reſent Buſineſs is impartially to examine, which of 
the Titles we may reaſonably expect to be known by, 
at that tremendous Seaſon ?, And by the Way, let us 
take this Rule to. judge ourſelves by; if we are the 
Sheep. of Chriſt's Fold or Flock, Members of his 
Church, we ſhall hear his Voice, which is here em- 
phatically taken for obeying ot it, | 
But further, as one having obtain'd Mercy of God, 
by the Light of Chriſt, to ſee thro' Forms, Obſerva- 
tions and human Traditions, into the Subſtance, 
Chriſt Jeſus (whoſe Coming and Office was to con- 
vince the World of formal Righteouſneſs, erroneous 
Judgments, and ſinful Practices, and to remove and 
rectify them) I beſeech you to liſten to his Voice, which 
you will find inwardly ſummoning you to bring your 
Deeds to the Light, to the Judgment of Chriſt, that it 
may appear, Whether they are wrought in God; for 
thus it was with me, when going about to eſtabliſh and 
truſt in my falſe Righteouſneſs, and formal Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity; God was pleaſed to viſit and call me 
to. Judgment, and condemned, among other Things, 
my formal Religion, as well as the Pride, Pomps, and 
$1" 5 B _ Yanitieg 


anities of the World, which I had lived in, contraty 
o my baptiſmal Vow; and all the Pleaſure and De- 
light I took in Attendance on Balls, Aſſemblies, Maſ- 
querades, Operas, Muſick-gardens, and vain Re- 
creations of all Kinds, was judged and condemned as 
unlawful for Chrifians to amuſe with and ſpend their 

recious Time in; for we, who profeſs Faith in 

hriſt, ought to walk circumſpectly, not as Fools 
ſquandering and waſting their valuable Moments al- 
lotted us to prepare for Heaven; but as Wiſe, redeem- 
ing the Time which we have heretofore ſpent, in Sin 
and Vanity, by doubling our Diligence, in order to 
make our Calling and Election ſure 3 that we may not 
be at an Uncertainty, but have a reaſonable Founda- 
tion to hope, when the Meſſenger of Mortality may 
be ſent to ſummons us hence, that we ſhall be traijllat- 
ed out of Time into an happy Immortality. 


- 


But further, did the Almighty condemn, and call 
for a Sacrifice of all my worldly Pleaſure, vain Re- 
creations, and Diverſions, Sc. and leave me in a for- 
i" lorn Condition, deſtitute of Comfort and Happineſs ? 
if No ſurely ; he only removed them, becauſe they ſrood 
| as a Partition Wall between my View and his Glory, 
and difcovered to me, that they were not my Happi- 
iſt neſs, but Lets in my Way to Bliſs, which conſiſted 
in finding all my Complacency in him alone, from 
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whom all ſolid Joy and Happineſs muſt proceed. Hav- 
ing therefore taſted of divine Enjoyments, and witneſſ- 
lll ed them to be ſo ſuperior to earthly Delights, that 
Ut they will admit of no Compariſon, I long that my 
0 Neighbours and Fellow- Citizens may partake of the 
Tt rational Pleaſure and divine Delight they afford, and 
Hl ardently wiſh that they may be ſo wiſe, to ſubſtituxe 
them in the Room of ſenſual Gratifications. And let 
us ever hear in Mind our high Calling, which is to 
Virtue and Glory; and as we are found in the Practice 
of the firſt, we ſhall obtain the laſt, for we ſhall be 
made Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt, n , 
| his Kingdom of Peace and eternal Joy. Therefore let 


- 
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hot the ſordid Delights, and vain Amuſements of this 


tranſitory Life deprive you of ſuch an exceeding Bene- 


fit and Privilege, dut be adviſed, I beſeech you, ſea- 


onably to retire. into yourſelves, and enquire what 


Sins do moſt eaſily beſer you, and then come to the 


Saviour ot Mankind, implore his Aid, and if you are 


truly weary of your Burthen of Sin and Vanity, he will 
remove them and give you Reſt, 


Before I conclude, I would leave one Caution more 
with you, and that is, it at any Time you are awaken- 
ed by the immediate Hand of the Almighty; or by any 
inſtrumental Means, to a Conſideration of the State 
of your immortal Souls, I beſeech thee,” whoever thou 
art, don't ruſhinto Company and Diverſions, and diſ- 
miſs the Conviction,” but tollow and improve it to thy 
ſpiritual Advantage: And may every Individual of 
you be ſo happy, as to be careful to add to the Faith 

ou profeſs in Chriſt, Virtue, Temperance, ſaving 
ng brotherly Kindneſs and Charity, that you 


may ſo run as to obtain the End of that Faith, the 
Salvation of your Souls. Amen. 


P. S. The Scriptures tell us, That what was written afore - 
fime, was written for our Learning. Let us learn then, that the 
Favour and Viſitation of God to the People of the Jews, and his 
long and gracious Forbearance, was to excite their Love and 
Gratitude, and ſo lead them to Repentance: And let their Chaſ- 
tiſement teach us not to dally with divine Mercy, which is ſtill 
tengthened to this Nation. We have indeed felt the Rod of God's 
Diſpleaſure, but not according to our Iniquities ; neither do his 
Warnings ſeem to take Place in the Minds of the People. How- 
Ever I find a Call is extended yet to you, to forfake your Iniqui- 


ties; that every Man put away his Idols from his Heart} left as 


God did to Jeruſalem and her Idols, he may do to England and 


tboſe in it, who-worſhip'the Creatures, more than the Creator of 


all Things. | | | | 

Conſult your Teſtaments, and examine how the Birth of Chriſt 
was celebrated by an innumerable Company of the heavenly Holt, 
and ſee if you can now Join the holy Solemnity of the Church of 
the Firſt- born, in giving Glory to God in the Higheſt, wiſh 
Peace on Earth; and good Will ro Men, from a Bottom of Expe- 
rience, that Chriſt the Saviour of Men has redeemed you to God, 
by taking away your Sins, and inſpired your Hearts, firſt to give 
him Praiſe, and next, with true Charity to all Mankind; and 


| Obſerve how Simeon rejoiced at the Birth of Chriſt; how the Pro- 


pheteſs Auna ated on this Occaſion; and laſtly, obſerve with 
what Humility, Reverence, and awful Worſhip, even the wife 
Gentiles approagh'd the new born Ki ng end. Saviour of Mankind. 


And Yeboſhaphat went out again tbr the People, and 
brought them back to the Lord God of their Fathers ;- 
and be ſet Junges in the Land throughout all the fenced 

Cities — and be {did to the Judges, take Herd what yr 
da, let the Fear of ube Lord be upon 50u —Ye ſpall 
even warn them that they treſpaſs-not againſt 'the Lord, 
und fo'Wrath come upon you and your Brethren, this 
do, and ye fhall not treſpaſs. 2 Chronicles Ch. xix. 


Part ef 4, 5, 7, 9, and 10th Verſes. | 


T is but a few Years fince I was moved (as I ap- 
1 prehend under a Senſe of Duty to God, and in 


Love to my Neighbour) to offer the foregoing Cau- 
tions to the Conſideration of the Profeſſors of Cbriſtin- 


nity in a general Way; and now feeling the like Con- 


cern to revive in my Spirit in great good Will to Men, 
that they may be made Partakers of Divine Peace and 


Salvation, and that the moſt high and omnipotent 
God may reign and be glorified in the Hearts of the 


People; and believing that I am directed by the fame 
divine Hand, I reſume my Pen, to add to the fore- 


going Remarks a few Hints, which are more particu- 


larly addreſs'd to MactsTRrRATES; and ſuch as'ſtand: 
in the Relation of 'ParenTS, MaSTERS, and Mis- 


TRESSES, of Families. | 
And firit to MagisrRATES, who doubtleſs will al“ 

low the following Poſition, That as created Beings, 

we are, and mult be, dependent on God the Creator 


and ſopream Being, whom we are under a religious: 


Obligation to fear, love, honour, and worſhip; and 


as rea ſonable, ſocial and benevolent Creatures, there 


is a reciprocal Service and joint Aſſiſtance neceſſary 
among Men, without which Societies or Bodies of 


People could not ſubliſt : And from this two-fold Duty 


to God and Man, no Dignity, Station or Degree a- 


mong Men is exemgt: Thoſe of high and low Degree. 
185 | | the 
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the Poor and the Rich, the Bond and che Free, are 
bound alike to ſerve God, and are not only put into a 
Capacity of ſerving him, but in ſome Form or other 
of being uſeful to their Neighbour, ſome Times in a re- 
ligious Senſe: And I believe all Men; who rightly 
know themſelves, will acknowledge, that as human 
Creatures, meer Men, abſtract from divine Know- 


| ledge, and the Faculty of Reaſon unenlighten'd and 


unaſſiſted by a divine Power, and ſuperior Light, 
they are ignorant and weak, and unable to diſe 

their Duties, to move properly, juſtly and faithfully 
in both theſe Relations. Of this Truth it appeats 
King Solomon was amply convinced long before the 
following Doctrines were deliver'd by the Apoſtte 
James, that In God are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
and Knotoledge; and that every good and perfeZ Gift 


cometh from God, the Father of Lights; and therefore, 
fays he, if. any Man lack Wiſdom, let him aſe of Gad, 
who giveth liberally, and it ſhall be given bim, provided 


he aſk in Faith and without wavering : I ſay it is evi- 
dent, that Solomon was ſenſible of theſe Truths, for 


we find him in the facred Hiſtory, addreſſing the 


King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the God only 
wiſe, in this ſolemn Manner, O Lord, my God] thou 
baſt made me King, inſtead of David my Fatber; and I 
am but a little Child, I know not bow to go out, or bow, 
to come in; and thy Servant ix in the Midſt of thy People, 
which thou haſt choſen, a great People that cannot be 

number d, nor counted for Multitude. Give therefore thy 
Servant an underſtanding Heart, that 1 may diſcern be- 
tween good and bad; for who is able to judge this thy fo 
great People? And this Prayer we find pleaſed the 


Lord, that Solomon had aſked this Thing, and not 


long Life, nor Riches, nor the Life of his Enemies, 
but for himſelf Underſtanding to diſcern true Judg- 
ment, 1 Kings iii. And agreeably we find the Lord 
ſpeaking in the Character of Wiſdom, and ſays, Coun- 
ſel is mine and found Wiſdom; I am Underſtanding; I 
wave Strength. By me Kings reign, and Princes decree 
LEN | | Righteonſneſs ; 
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' Righteouſneſs y by me Princes rule, and N. obles, even all 


the Judęes of the Earth ; I love them that love me, and 


thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me; I lead in the Way of 


Righteouſneſs, and in the Midſ of the Patb of Judgment. 


And ifthis Wiſdom from above is fo abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to direct and conduct Magiſtrates of the firſt Rank, 
certainly it is not leſs needful to their Inferiors. And 
if under the legal Adminiſtration, Men ſaw that they 


could not act without God to any good Purpoſe, 


though the Ordinances chiefly related to Externals; 
yet if the Devotion of the Heart was wanting, we fintl 
their outward Oblations were vain, ſurely the bringing 
mot a better Hope, by Chriſt Fefus, and a more per- 
fect Law, will not make divine Aſſiſtance the leſs ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially when at the Time he was veil'd with 
Fleſh, and appear'd in the World to teach, example 
and fuffer for Mankind, he poſitively aſſerts, that 
Without me ye can ds nothing « Wherefore I am led, in 
the Fear of the Lord, and in great Humility, to ex- 


hort Magiſtrates and all in Authority, to examine your 


own Hearts, and fee if you have been applying for 
this divine Underſtanding, Aid, and Aſſiſtance, to 
enable you in your ſevetal Duties, Stations, and Of- 
fices, to act for the Honour of God: * And though 


I believe there are Men among you fearing God, aud 
fecking the Welfare of your Neighbours, yet permit 
mme to ſay, I am jealous that roo many are deficient in 


this great Duty of ſecking properly to God for Coun- 


ſel, and waiting for Direction in their important Char- 


ges and Undertakings: For it appears to me, that if 
Men in Authority apptied earneſtly for divine Direc- 


tion, and acted agreeably thereunto, it would appear 
more evidently, that they judged and ruled for the 


Lord, and not for Man. I fay, were it thus, I be- 


lieve it would become the Engagement of ſome of the 
Magiſtrates, 


I he Power ard Authority inveſted in you by your Station, 


41 * 


ae len you ate introfted with, and at the ſolemn Day of |. 
8 


qui! on, a ſtrict Account thereof will be required by the Ju 


.of Qiick and Deac. 
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Magiſtrates now, as it was the Concern of * one of 
the higheſt Dignity formerly; and they would be going 
(as he did) through the People, as it were from Beer- 
' ſheba to Mount Ephraim, to bring them back to the 
Lord God of their Fathers, and to the Obedience of 
the juſt and wholeſome Lawsof the Land : The Sword 
then would not be borne in vain ; but Power and Au- 
thority would be turn'd againſt evil Doers, and there 
would be a Suppreſſion, at leaſt a Stop put in ſome 
8 to that Torrent of Prophanity and Wickedneſs 
which now runs down our Streets as a mighty Stream, 
carrying along with it the Souls of Men to Perdition : 
And though nothing human, or ſhort of a diwine 
Power, can reſtrain the evil Inclination, and chan 
the vile Affections of Men, yet it is evident, by the 
Laws which are provided, (but which are daily vio- 


nple lated, ſhall I ſay with Impunity) that many wicked 
that Practices, publick and flagrant Vices, which paſs un- 
, in corrected, might in a great Meaſure be prevented, 
ex- vere the Laws of the Land duly executed againſt ſuch 
your Offenders. ETD: | 
g for And allow me to ſay, did you who are in Authority 
>, to judge and rule for God's Glory, you would not only 
Of- endeavour to reſtrain the publick, horrid and blaſ- ' 
ugh phemous Oaths and Curſes, the Wrath of Man ſtir- 
art red up and inflamed by intemperate Drinking, but 
2rmit you would reduce the Number of Drinking-houles, 
nt in (which you have been lately informed j| are fo nume- 
oun- rous, that in one Pariſh alone they amounted to 1500) 
Char- and Places where the People ſpend their precious Mo- 
nat if ments, not only in drinking to Exceſs, but in Gam- 
Yirec-- ing, and other unchriſtian Paſtimes; you would alſo 
ppear diſlodge thoſe Neſts of. Thieves and Robbers that in- 
r the feſt our Barders, invade our Property, and endanger 
be- ur Lives; and you would break up thoſe Cages of 
f the n the Receptacles of Harlots, Whoremon- 
rates, ee eee | gers 
tation, * King Jehoſhaphat 2 Chron. xix. 6, 7. 
of In- I Britain's Remembrancer, © | 
Judge — 47 BEN 
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13 Adulterers, which to the unſpeakable Grief of 
ſome tender Parents, ſo evidently corrupt the unthinking 
unfiappy Youth of this Nation, tending to the Deſtruc+ 
gon of Soul and Body, and tempting them to lay 
Hands oftentimes en the Property of others to main- 
tain' and ſupport their ſinful and ſhameful Practices. 
But is this SouF-defiling Practice confined' to our un- 
Happy young Men? Are they the only ſimple ones that 
ar caught in the Snare of the ſubtle Woman, and 
thereby led down to the Chambers of Dear? No, 
with Sorrow: let me ſay it, I have too much Reafon to 
frar, that Men more advanced in Days, and under 
Marriage Vows and Engagements, who are boaſting 
of their Reaſon, bur nevertheleſs are debaſing them- 
felves below the Brute Creation, and by this abomi- 
nabe Practice are diveſting themſelves of natural Af - 
fection, diſſolving the Ties of Humanity, perhaps re- 
ducing a virtuous Wife and tender Children to Want 
and Miſery, themſelves to Contempt, and without 
rimely Repentance, their poor Souls to a State of eter- 


* 


nal Pain and Wretchedneſs. 


— . 


Bur farther, did you rule in the Fear of God, and 


for his Honour, you would not only endeavour to. 


| prevent the lower Claſs of Men from rufhing to Pe- 


ſtruction, but you would go à Step farther, and put 
it out of the Power of thoſe of higher Degree and 
Rank, publickly to diſhonour God, and waſte their 
precious Time, allotted by him for a morerational'and 
noble Purpoſe; and this you would do in {ſuppreſſing 
thofe Places or Scenes of Wickednefs and Corruption, 
the Aſemblies (or Midnight Revels) Maſquerades and 


Pay-bouſvs ;, and let me add, Play books, and thoſe 


deiftical Performances which ought not to ſhew their 
Heads in a Land profeffing Chriſtianity, but which 


nevertheleſs are boldly and daringly expoſed to Sale in 


too many Shops. Ant f have thought, that did this 


Brimſy Ille retain her primitive Modeſty, thoſe unchaſt 


Repreſentations in PrintſcNers, Shops would not be. ſuf- 
fer d to meet and offend the, modeſt, Eye, no mere 
than 


- 
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Sale in 
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inchaſt 
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than 


been deeply 
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the KerallcrsFOVfccnc and Warten Battids he p. mit. 
ted to wound the chaſt Ear: But the Miſchief a ariſing 


from ſuch a Liberty does not end here; for eher. "com- 


mon Obſerver” may ſee how ſoon thele Snares o Sata 


find Entertainment in People of corrupt Minds; an 
my Soul has not only mourn'd for ſuch, but L have 
affected with Grief, When have heard 
theſe wicked, wanton Compoſitions eccho'd throug 
the Streets by poor unhappy Children, corrupted an 
made wtetched by wicked Patents, und other Ag Sen 


for Satan; and tis no Marvel to find theſe wicked In- 
ſtructions in Time of Childhood, feduced to à8 bad 


Practice in Time of Youth, would to God off 800 
fay the farther advanced and aged, did nor feel! ih 
baneful Influence of a bad Eduextion. Ns. 

- You will not wonder at my Zeal againſt theſe Things g 
when I fay by ſorrowful Experterith, that the fre 1 

ing Aſemblies; Concerts, and Play-hokſes, and fading 

Plays and other corrupting, as well as many unedify- 
ing Books, were haftening the Deſtruction of my 
Soul; and had not omnipotent Power and infinite 
Goodneſs and Me appeared and interpoſed for my 
Peliverance, had fallen a Prey to the Sib Ade 
verſary and Envier of out Souls Happineſßſ. And as 
the Lord tas graciouſly wrought my Beliverance {16 
the Things that held me in Bondage, and de 2 81 
me ot the Enfoyment of his Love and Favour, ſo. 
will venture to ſay; he would do = ir, who are wil-, 
lingto come under his reformin 

And here let me tell you, as 0 ank chink it requißed of 
me ſo to dog That — a generaf Reformation takes | 
Place, it muſt be begun in the Hearts of Men in 


Power and high Stations { and& therefore the Lord | Tre 


quires ſuch to be Men fearing God, and hating. Co- 


vetouſneſs, walking righteouſfy, and ſpeaking” uͤß⸗ 


rightly ; and that they deſpiſe the Gain of Oppreſſion, 
ſhake their Hands from holding of Bribes, Ftop-their 
Ears from hearing of Blood, — ſhut their Eyes from 
feeing of Evil, and that they reſpect not Perſonz in 

2 J udgment; ; 


N AN, ADDRESS: reo 
ud ments in 3 the Lord requites his of you 
1925 ſuffer his Kingdom to come, and his Will to 

be done 1 Jn pour own; —— 6g which you often 
ray for in Words, but unleis you really. witneſs Chrift 
% lead and govern, you, you are not properly qualifi- 
ed to direct and govern Men agreeable to his Will, nor 
for his Glory neither can you exert your Power with- 
a becoming Authority, unleſs you are religioully con- 


nennen 


| . Example: And unleſs you are thus qualified 
and Act for God, you-in this Seaſe bear the 
es in vain: Therefore | exhort you in the Dread 
dic Lord, and in Chriſtian Love, as you tender his 
our, and the Peace and Felicity of your own, as 
well as the Soul of your * Neighbour, to apply your 
Hear Witkom, by the Aſſiſtance of which 
r e in this great Work in your:own 
He and: whilf. you thus do, neglect not, I be- 
feech a wie neceſſary Application — the Benefit of 
your, eighbours, who are now every Man doing 
37 Fil ets: 0 Wach n his own Eyes, and dwelling (as 
das in Careleſoneſs, Wickedneſs, and Se- 


ge Kea there was no Magiſtrate in the Land that 
igt . ut them to ſham i in any Thing, 


ad here, would-the Deſign. of this Danes r admits) E 
night advance many Reaſons to prove Sha a Conduct: 
Tt ave mention'd,. conducive both in a religious, 

civil or political eſpect, to the Benefit of this Na · 
tion. However I no-reaſonable Perſon will take: 
0 Offence at this:Plaigneſs of Speech to my Superi- 

Fe ally when he . coaliders Selowon's — 

here he ſays, Rebuke (or counſeli) a wiſe Mau, 


FA 55 Neither will the; Unprejudied reject Chriſ 
en fie, e ie er e a e e for 


Got JC 4 Ic | "ew 
ecru > in any e bake by Brat, and u ook fuſer; 
Sin upon him leſt tho ec his Darden. . 
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will love thee; but admoniſh 6 Fool, and be will 


MAG1STRATES, PARENTS, . 
get me remark; that among the above mentioned 
Books, there wanted not ſeveral Female Performances 
which tended to corrupt my Mind ; therefore you'll. 
allow me this ſmall Attempt to ſpeak forth the Praiſe 
and Glory of that gracious Hand that deliver'd me 
from the Luſts and Corruptions of this evil World; 
and I believe the Aifintereſted Aim of ſerving my 
Neighbour, by endeavouring to perſuade him to a- 
bandon the prevailing Corruptions, and Soul-defiling 
Amuſements of the Age, will not be cenfur'd by the 
truly Chriſtian Mind, who may remember the Wo- 
man that broke the ſmall Box of Ointment for her 
Lord's Uſe, was approved of him, as ſhe had done 
what ſhe could for his Honour; and though ſhe was 
cenfur'd for it, it was by one who was not the beſt of 
his Followers. | hore 3 EY 42 
And now let me ſay, that tho* my Concern for the 
Glory of God, and Good of my Species, is not limit- 
ed to the Irregularities, Inconſiſtencies, Exceſs and 
Wickednefs, practiſed in the Times you call“ Hely- 
days, but extends to all Times and Occafions that mi- 
niſter to Intemperance, Pride, and Vanity; yet ex- 
pecting in the approaching Scaſon, People will, as 
uſual, be practiſing the Evils I have noted, and will 
be working Wickedneſs with Greedineſs, under a Pre- 
rence of rejoicing at the Birth of him who was ſeparate 
from Sin and Sinners; and the very End of whoſe 
Coming was to deſtroy all theſe Works of the Devil, 
and inſtead of Sin, which is a Reproach to any Peo- 
ple, ro bring in his own Wen ns Righteouſneſs, 
which only can exalt a Nation; I cannot but more par- 
ticularly call upon MacisTRATES, PARENTSs, and Mas- 
TERS, and all in Authority, that they would exert it 
to the utmoſt, in diſcouraging theſe ſhameful Prac- 
">. tices : 


Edgar, a Saxon King, having ſome Senſe of the Abomi- 
nation of the Time, put forth a Canon, That on Feflival-days 
* every one ſhould abſtain from prophane Heathen So:gs, and from 
„ diabolical Games and Paſtim:s, &c, but now Cars the Aut ber of 
£ this Remark) the Cann is not heeded.” : 


nices: And now. I think it may not be improper for. 
ſuch as ſay they are reformed. from the Errors of Pa- 
Pery, to conſider and enquire, if you are not contribu- 
ting to the Wickedneſs committed in the Times you 
term 7 8 by giving Money to Servants and o- 
thers at Te e Seaſons, and thereby enabling them to 
ruſh into Exceſſes, that often tend to the Deſtruction 
of Body and Soul, and the undoing of many uſeful 
Servants? For I am inform'd, that the corrupt and 
antichriſtian Church of Rome (from whence you de- 
rive your Saints: days, your Chriſtmas and other Maſ- 
ſes, to the Shame of Proteſtants) give Money to Ser- 
vants and others, at theſe Times, to purchaſe Pardong 
and Indulgences, then  hawked about the Streets for 
the Liberty of ſinning, and running headlong into all 
Manner of Wickedneſs ; and hence came the Practice 
of giving what they call-Box-money in this Nation. 
And though People may object, that this is not the 
Caſe now, and they beſtow their Gifts with no evil In- 
tention ; yet the Leiſure and Opportunity afforded, and 
the Money diſtributed to Servants, - Prentices, and 
Journeymen, no one can deny but that it helps on 
the general Exceſs and Wickedneſs of theſe Times; 
and were People to lay aſide all religious Conſidera- 
tions, and only view theſe Evils in à political Light, 
they would ſee the great Diſadyantages ariſing from 
the Obſervation of Days and Times, which I have not 
Time now to lay before you: And here I would juſt 
remark, that by thus ſpeaking, I have not any Inten- 
tion to perſuade People to abridge their Servants, 
Prentices, &c. of any Advantage of Time or Money 
I only think, if People allowed their Servants, &c. 
more ſuitable Opportunities of ſeeing their Friends, 
and ſpending their Money, it would he of far greater, 
Advantage to them, than leaving them at Liberty to 
fun with the Multitude to do evil at theſe Times, 
wherein I had almoſt ſaid, the infernal Spirit ſeems tq 
be more at looſe among the Peoplłe. 
And now what remains with me is, to beſeech you, 


uc 
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charged your great and high Truſts ; whether you 
have judged and ruled for God or Man? A. 


of WH ASrethren, to let che Feär und Dread of God (who is 
yo great! diſhonoured in this Land by theſe Practices) 
Rave Place in your Hearts, whereby you may be con- 
* ſtrained to ſee the Laws more punctually executed than 
— they appeat᷑ to be at preſent; for let me ſay, the Lord 
= beholds your Actions, (as well as the Peoples Prac- 
01 tices) and will moſt certainly judge them, whether 

4 they be good or evil; and will call you to render an 
* Account of your Stewardſhips, and how you have diſ- 


And now I ſhall cloſe this Addreſs partly with the 
Words of the forenamed King, Tak? heed, Brethren, 
what” you do, for you (are required to) judge not for 
Man, but for the Lord; of whom, if you aſk Wiſdom, 
he will be with you in Judgment; wherefore I ſay a- 

ain, let the Fear of the Lord be upon you, take 


2 eed and do it, for there is no Iniquity with the Lord 
nd our God, nor Reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of 
id Gifts ; receive his Inſtructions then, and not Silver; 


: and divine Knowledge rather than choice Gold; for 
_ Þleſſed is -the Man, ſaith. Wiſdom, that heareth me, 


wh, watching daily at my Gates, and waiting at thePoſts of 
rw my Doors: May this heavenly Wiſdom direct you to 
zut⸗ ſuch Methods and Expedients as will be moſt condu- 
D cive to this great and important End, the Glory of 
jult God, and the temporal and eternal Benefit of the 


People, is my earneſt Deſire. 
And here I thought I ſhould have ended; but I find 
I am led a little farther, and it is to plead the Cauſe of 
55, the Poor and Needy that are caſt out ; and to ſay, with 
0 Righteouſneſs, (Brethren) judge theſe poor, theſe mi- 


w_ ſerable Objects that meet us at every Corner of the 
| = Streets; let not the Duty of the Office only excite 
To you, but let Bowels of Mercy and Compaſſion move 
nes, 


wx you to commiſerate the Wretched, the Naked, the 
mM Hungry, and the Deſtitute: Can Humapity indulge 
in Luxury, whilſt any poor Brother is periſhing for 
lack of the Crumbs that fall from the full and delicate 
OR INE | 3 Table? 
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Table? Or dwell unconcerned in ceiled Houſes, and 
ſtretch. themſelyes on Beds of Ivory, with any De- 
gree of Eaſe of Mind, whilſt ſo many miſerable Ob- 
xs lie expoſed in the open Streets to cold and incle- 
ment Seaſons? Can the tender and compaſſionate 
Mind adorn the Body with coſtly and ſuperfluous Ap- 
pare}, whilſt the Nakedneſs of the Poor is uncover'd ?. 
Conſider theſe Things, Brethren, for bleſſed is be that 
confidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver kim in Time 
of Trouble; a Day perhaps when it may pleaſe Provi- 

ence (in whoſe Hand are both his J ife and Poſſeſ- 
ſious) to reduce him to the like Streights and Difficul- 
ties: Take the Poor therefore under your ſpecial No- 
tice ; feel for them, and ſympathize with them, and 
bring them to the Houſes provided for them, or be 
careful that they are convey'd to their reſpective Pa- 
riſhes, and be there juſtly dealt by; that we may not 
thus behold our own Fleſh peng in the Streets, 
and no Man regard it. | r . 

And now ſhall offer a few Things to the Conſidera - 
tion of PAR ENT, MasTess, and MisTREssEs, of Fa- 
milies, as theſe are acting in their H@uſholds in the 
Capacit of Judges, Directors, and Rulers; and to 
whom the Wiſdom and divine Aſſiſtance that I have 
above recommended, is abſolutely neceſſary, as you 
are requir'd in all their Reſpects (it you'd be truly hap- 
py) to judge for God; I mean for his Glory: There- 
fore I counſel ſuch as are deſective therein, earneſtly. 
to ſeek this heavenly Bleſſing; for I tell you of a Truth, 
that you can neither overcome your own evil Propen- 
ſities which I ſuppoſe you'll allow tis your Duty to 
do) nor judge ſor God in the Government of your 
Houſholds, without this Wiſdom, which not only 
dwells with Prudence, but leads into the Way of 
Righteouſneſs and Paths of Peace: And this I aſſert 
from certain Knowledge and Experience; of which I 
find Freedom to give the following Account, and firſt 
fay, that reſpecting divine Things, on which depend - 
ed the temporal and eternal Happineſs of myſelf and 
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Family, I had indeed heard that God created Man fot 
a Purpoſe ot his own Glory, and the like” eſſential 
Truths, but was altogether ignorant of them in Expe- 


rience. Thad a Form of the Knowledge of God and 
- Chriſt Jeſus; but I knew nothing of the Power of God- 


lineſs when firſt I was engaged to act in the aboveſaid 
Relations; and until by the Hand of the Lord I was 
brought through the following Diſpenfations, I was 
unqualified to act for the Glory of God, or the real 
Benefit of myſelf and Family: But my Ignorance of 
of heavenly Things proceeded: from Inconfideration, 
and a Neglect of acquainting myſelf with God, and the 
Want of ſeeking his Peace, having lived without him 
in the World, and created to myſelf a falſe Peace, and 
a polluted Reſt in the State of depraved Nature; not 
conſidering myſelf a ſinful, weak and dependent Crea- 
ture, (though I had often acknowledged this in a cuf- 
tomary Way) nor that my Happineſs depended on be- 
ing reſtored to the Image and Favour of God; and 
therefore I neither aſked for Wiſdom, nor fought for 
Peace and Reconciliation with him, till he was pleaſ- 
ed in Mercy firſt to ſeek me, and to ſtop me in my Ca- 
reer of Pleafure, Folly, and Vanity; and as it were 
to aſk,” as he did ene of our firſt Parents, Where art 
thou ? This Alarm of the Voice of the Lord-led me to 
eonſider of my Ways, and to fcrutinize into my owa 
Heart, where I found I was indeed in the Tranſgreſ. 
ſion of his holy Laws, fulfilling the Luſts and Cor- 
zuptions'of a'vain Mind, and though high in Profeſſion 
of Cbriſtianity, yet erring and ſtraying like a loſt Sheep 
from the Fold of Cbriſt, doing thoſe Things which 1 
6ught not to have done, and conſequently a miſerable 
Sinner, as I had long confeſt; but little Thought of 
eoming out of this ſimple State, till the Light of Chriſt 
ſhone in my Heart, and ſhew'd me to myſelf. This 
diſagreeable View of the State of my Soul, 1 may ſay 
in Truth, cauſed a godly Sorrow in my Spirit, which 
wrought a Repentance, (J hope, by divine Aſſiſtance, 
never to bo repented of) and the Judgment of N50 
* 3 4 P 9 
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paſs'd upon, and ſhook not only my Earth, but my 
Heavens alſo, and my formal Religion was made to 
vaniſh like a Scrowl, and my earthly Heart to tremble, 
when Cbriſt our Righteouſneſs appear'd therein, to 
bring me from the Form to the Power of Godlineſs, 
and to tranſlate me from the Dominion of Satan ta 
the Kingdom of God; whoſe Perfections I was led to 


conſider, and I beheld him a God not only gracious; 


cod and merciful, but pure, holy and juſt ; and thar 
be would not acquit the Guilty while he remains guil- 


ty, nor condemn the Innocent. And in this Day of | 
great ſearching of Heart, I ſaw the Nature and Con- 


equence of Sin, and that no unclean or polluted Soul 


Jett of Chriſt's Invitation, to take his Yoke, for I wanted 
true Reſt to my Soul, which none but he can give: 


And now I ſaw that I had received a Giſt of the Spi- 
rit, Grace or Light of Chriſt, a Meaſure or Degree 
of which is given to every Man to profit with in the | 
Work of Salvation, a Light that enlighteneth every Man | 


could inherit the Kingdom of God; and therefore! 
was Called to come out of this miſerable Situation, I 
had ſo often in an inſenſible Manner complain'd of 
but now I not only ſaw, but began to feel the Weight 
and Burden of Sin, and to be in earneſt to be deliver & 
from my Corruptions ; and here I became a fit Sub- 


coming into the World, and a Power which I have found 


is lufficient and able to redeem from a State of Bon- 


dage or Corruption, as well as to teach and inſtruct 


in all Things pertaining to Life and Godlineſs; but | 


had neglected to occupy and profit with it, and fo it 


lay buried in the Hurries and Tumults reſuking from | 
Friendſhip of this evil World, which by this divine | 


Illumination I ſaw to be Enmity againſt God; and 
that Chriſt our Lord came to ſlay it all, and to de- 
itroy the Works of the Devil, the Pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the 


Fleſh, that Men might be reconciled to God: More- | 


over, | ſaw by this Light not only the Neceſſity of 


ceaſing 
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beaſing from all Manner of Sin, but an Obligation of 
diſcharging this great Duty required of all Men, viz. 
% do jultly, love Mercy, and walk humbly before the 
Lord: And firſt of all to do Juſtice to God, by ren- 
Gering to him his Due, the higheſt Degree of Love, 
; Honour, and Obedience; and next, to do Juſtice to 
us; my Neighbour, by loving him as myſelf; and here [ 
could not wrong him in any reſpect," but in this Love 


that Ws 

vil | I was inclined to deſire both his temporal and eternal 
y of | Happineſs, and to extend Benevolence, Sympathy, 
nag and Compaſſion, towards all Men. I ſaw alſo that I 
Soul as requit'd to walk humbly before the Lord, in a 
+ i enſe of my own Weakneſs, Inſufficiency and Depen- 
n. 1 Pence upon the Almighty and all-ſeeing God, whoſe 

| of, rotection and Aſſiſtance I was now ſenſible I ſtood al- 
ighe | ays in Need of, and that he noted all my Actions, 
verd 8 nd ſecretly rebuked all Pride and Exaltation of Mind, 
Sub. etting me ſee, that my Heart was not to be lifted up 
ES above my. Brethren and Fellow-Creatures, but that I 
ive: ould be uſeful to them both in a focial and religious 
24 eſpect; for I ſaw that the Light I had receiv'd, was 
| ot only to be profitable to myſelf, but my Neigh- 
Oe alſo muſt have an Opportunity of Advantage ty 
Man agreeable to the Precept of the Giver of this good 
31 pitt, who ſays. Let your Light fo ſhine before Men, 
Bon. of " ſeeing your good Works, they may glorify your Father 
a | ich is in Heaven , and at the ſame Time he obſerves, 
3 _ Men don't uſe when they light à Candle, to put it 
1 0 it nder a Cover, but they ſet it on à Candleſtick, and then 
a . Ae to all that are Ax: the Houſe : Thus our 
: 2 en, it may in Al : 
s | and ers bo - L 7 ; y in ſome Senfe be ſaid to lead 
1 an in this Day of the inward Manifeſtation of the 
3 on of God in my Soul, I not only ſaw that Chriftians 
ot called to forſake Sin, and exhibit a good Exam- 
be 740 e tothe World, but that ir is our Duty to rebuke 

| Ir Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him without 


eproot, that we bear not Sin for him: And asT walk- 
in this Light I ſaw more Light, which diſcover'd 
1021002 ee 21-29 2 thee 


and not to be enter into, but upon Condition off 
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that the Glory of God was concern'din all my Thou ge , 
Words, and Actions, and that whether I eat, 1 3 
or cloathed, bought or ſold, it was my Duty to keep 
a ſingle Eye to bis Honour; for I found that in every 
one of thele Acts, he might be diſhonour'd : I mean 
hereby, that in all Things I was forbid to act con- 
trary to, or inconſiſtently with the Nature, Deſign, 
and Doctrines of Chriſtianity ;  which-divine Wiſdom ? 
had led me to examine, and call'd me to follow our 
great Examp le of Holineſs, Humility, and Self- de- 4 
nial, Feſus Chriſt my Lord, by whole Spirit I can in 
Truth call him 1 as well as my Saviour; to Whoſe 
Name and Almighty Power I aſcribe the Glory of my 
Redemption fronrall Exceſs and Superfluityaf d Naugh- 2 
tineſs, from an inordinate Thirſt for Wealth, and 
from the Pomps and Vanity of this wicked World, and 
from the deſtructive Pleatures, Paſtimes, and Reve- 
lings, too many called Chriftians purſue on many Oe⸗ ! 


calions and Opportunities, 


But | archers I was directed to conſider the be ö 
tions of God, and the Nature and Tendency of Sin, 
as well as the Nature, Value, and Duration, of my? 


Soul, and the Spirit of God helping my Infirmities, 
Failed Cries and humble Petitions in my Spirit to the 
Age of the Spirits of all Fleſh, that I might find 2 

ing. Place in the Day of Trouble, that ſolemn Sca- 


e wherein 1 ſhould be called to render an Account off 
the Deeds done in my mortal Part; and I ſaw thet 


this holy Reſt was prepar'd for the People of God. 


hving the Life of the Righteous; and that without af 
Evidence in my Soul of God's Spirit bearing Witneſ 
with my Spirit, that I had plealed him by loving bing 
above all Things, and keeping his. Commandmenty 
could have no. F oundation for Hope that 1 ſhould 
-gbtain an Inheritance in his Kingdom, or dwell-in hi 
Hguſe for ever; which was now the one Thing that 
_garneftly defired,, and fervently lought after, having 
eq the, King, the Lord of. Hoſts, not only in th 
read of his Majeſty reptoving, condemning and call 
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I exhort you then to be faithful in your own Par. 


ticulars; walk before the Lord with a perfect Heart, 


{ſerve him with a willing Mind, and love him, as it is 


your Duty, ahove all Things, and then you will keep | 


his Commandments z then will you be wiſe Precep- 
tors, Chriſtian Examples, prudent Governors in your 


Houſes, and be qualified to uſe a godly Authority, [ 
and not only inſtruc, adviſe and admoniſh, but in 


the Fear and Love of God, command and reſtrain 
your Children and Servants whilſt under your Care; 
that you and your Houſholds may be Partakers of the 
like precious Promiſes and Bleſſings with faithful 


Abraham, of whom the Lord gave the following Teſ- | 


timony, 1 know him, that be Will command his Children 


and his Houſbold after him, and they ſhall keep the Ways 
of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judgment, that the Lord 
may bring upon Abraham that which be hath ſpoken of | 


him : For he had promiſed that he would bleſs him, 


and make him exceeding fruitful, and be a God 
unto him, and to his Seed after him. Let this Ex- , 
ample and Reward of Piety and Faithfulneſs excite 5 
you to your Duty to God, yourſelves, your Children | 
and Servants; and remember how a Neglect of this 
Duty was puniſhed in EF and his Houſe, becauſe he * 


had not judged and ruled for God, but he honoured 


his Sons more than the Lord, I have told him (ſaith ® 
the Lord) that I will judge bis Ueuſe for ever, for the || 
Iniquity which he knoweth, becauſe his Sons made tbem- 
ſelves vile, and be reſtraine them not; and therefore © | 
Have ſworn unto the Houfe of Eli, 7 the Iniquity of | 


El s Houſe, ſhall nos be purged with Sacrifice nor Offer- 
ings ſor ever. And that you may not incur the divine 


Diſpleaſure, nor add to the Meaſure of the Cup of | 


is, which ſeems in this Nation to be almoſt 
full, I call upon you, and intreat in Goſpel Love, for 


the Sake of your own Souls, as well as your Children, | 
Sc. to come out of your inconſiſtent Practices, ygur | 
vain Paſtimes and Recreations, your Revellings and 


Wantonneſs, your fooliſh Talking and vain Jeſting, 
your 


th 


ildren, | 
„your 
„ 
eſting, 

your 
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your Intemperance and evil Rejoicing; for moſt cer- 
tain it is unchriſtian to practice and indulge in theſe 
Things at any Time, and much more ſo in the Sea- 
ſons you pretend to conſecrate to Piety and Godlineſs: 
Therefore do not blindly follow the vain Cuſtoms and 
Preſcriptions of a godleſs Age, but fearch the Scrip- 
tures, and impartially examine, and compare your 

Practice with your Chriſtian Profeſſion, and you will 
foon ſee how contrary and inconſiſtent they are : In- 
form yourſelves, and then you will be able to inform 
and inſtruct your Children and Houſholds ; but above 
all, come to the Law of the Lord written in the 
Heart, the new Covenant made with all Mankind (of 
which read Hebrecus viii. 8.) that you may have Light 
to direct you, ſpiritual Lite, Strength and Vigour to 
help you to diſcharge your Duty to God, and the 
great Truſt repoſed in you reſpecting your Children, 
your Servants, and your Apprentices, who are in a 
two-fold Senſe committed to your Care; for you are 
not only to provide for their Bodies, but to inſtru 
and example in Piety and Godlineſs; I ſay, you are, 
in a moral and religious Senſe, Stewards, - Overſeers, 
Leaders and Inſtructors in your own Houſes ; and 
accordingly to the Appointment of Providence, as 
ſuch you will one Day be called to give an Account 
to the ſupream Lord and Lawgiver of the whole 
Earth, and it will not only be demanded of you, what 
you have done with his Corn, his Wine, Oil, Wool 
and Flax, and whether you have uſed them to his 
Glory, firſt ro ſupply your own Neceſſities, and then 
tor the Relief of your indigent Br-thren ; but how you 
nave occupied the heavenly Gift of Grace, how you 
have exampled and inſtructed your Children, Servants 
and Apprentices, and whether you have watched over 
them tor Good, and to the Glory of God ? 

And here by the Way, let me remind ſome of you, 
of the folemn Vows you have made to renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 
tne wicked World; and at the ſame Time are _ 

| | my 
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only indulging yourſelves, but bringing up your Chil- 
dren in all the Luxury, Pomp, Grandeur, Pride and 
Vanity within your Reach : My Soul mourns when I 
behold the Situation of theſe z and I call upon you to 
4 conſider of your Ways, and. reform your Lives, that 
4 you may be a Chriſtian Example to your Children and 
160 Neighbours, leſt in ſome Senſe you incur not only 
the Guilt of the preſent, but future Ages ; for if Peo- 
ple of this Age are not careful to — what will 
be the Conſequence ? will not thoſe of the next Gene- 
ration tread in their Steps? Therefore ſeek out the 
Law which is as loſt in your Hearts, and obſerve the 
Statutes, and keep the Commandments of the Lord; 
| then will you have Stones of Memorial to bring up ta 
nl his Praiſe, and you will be qualified to inſtruct and 
11. rule your Children, agreeable to the inward Lay wrote 
1:31 0 in your Hearts ; that Law of the new Covenant, by 
10 which the Children of God are now in this Goſpel- 
Day to walk, which confirms and explains the moral 
Law more perfectly. Walk, I ſay, by this Rule, and 
then you cannot hide it from your Children, but you 
will be ſhewing to the riſing Generation, the Praiſes of 
the Lord, and bis Strength, and the wonderful Works 
that he hath done in your Souls; that the Generations 10 
come may know them, even the Children which ſhall be 
born, who ſhall ariſe and declare them to their Children ; 
And now mark for what End; 7 hat they might ſet 
their Hope in Ged, and not forget the Works of God, but 
keep his Commandments; who, ſaith my Soul, for the 
Maultitude of his Mercies to the Children of Men, is 
worthy to be loved, feared and worſhipped for ever! 
And now I hope to be drawing to a Concluſion 
and as I began with a Caution to Chriſtian Profeſſors in 
general, | ſhall add a few Obſervations and Admoni- 
tions which remain upon my Mind, and concern all 
ſuch to weigh and conſider: And here let me ſay 
(though it is with Sorrow) that Jam ſenſible many of 
thoſe who are acknowledging that they are Believers 
in Chriſt and are calling eſas, Lord and Maſter, are 
| never- 
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nevertheleſs Bondſlaves to Satan, who is preſenting to 
their View the Glories and Grandeur of the World. 
and perſuading them to purſue and embrace them as 
the beſt Things; and when they are beguiled by him, 
they are recommending and tempting their Children 
to embrace the ſame Things; and thus are P 
held in Bondage and Captivity to the Luft of the E 
the Luſt of-the Fleſh, and Pride of Life; the Purſair 
and Love of which the Apoſtk diſſuades us from, 
' becauſe they are not of the Father, but of the World, 
07 John ii. 19. 16) and many, with myſelf, know 

Experience, that they obſtruct the Way to the Fa- 
ob and though he fees you are declining his Laws, 
and erring and ſtraying from his Ways, which lead 
to life, yet is his. tender Compaſſion ſtil} extended to 
this Lands for he beholds your crue} Bondage, and 
fees the miſerable Wages you will moſt certainly re- 
ceive from your hard Taſkmaſter, if you reſolve to 
continue Servants to Sin, and: refufe to abandon your 
Luſts and Corruptions; I ſay, there is yet Mercy 
with the Lord that he may be feared and loved: And 
methinks I fee this aus not yet forſaken, but as a 
City fought out by the gracious Hand of the Lord. 
who is ſtill unwilling to give you up to the Will of 
your Enemy. and leave you to your own Deluſion, 
and who, I will venture to ſay, is viſiting you imme- 
diately by his Spirit, and ſometimes is cauſing. you to 
feel Remorſe = Pain of Mind far your Mifdeeds ; 
and by ſundry Ways and: divers Mammary | is he calling, 
to you, and offering Redemption from Sin, upon 
Condition of Repentance towards God, and Faith in 
the Power of -Ze/as Chrif ; not an hiſtorical Faith on- 
ly, or a Belief thar be died for your Sins, and roſe 
again for your Juſtification ; J ſay, you muſt nor only 
thus believe in his Name, but you muſt be ba 
with his Baptiſm of Fire and the Holy Ghoſt, into 
his Nature; you muſt know him to purify and waſn 
you from. all Manner of Pollution, or you can have 
no Part in him, nar apy Benefit of his Life (tho? you 


7 Pr etend 
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pretend to rejoice at his Birth) Death, nor Reſurfec- 
tion; neither can you in Truth call him Lord, bur 100 
the Holy Ghoſt thus operating in ou. 

And now beloved Fellow-Proteffors of the Chriſtian 
Name, theſe few broken Hints of what I have in De- 
gree experienced of the Dealings of the Lord in my 
own Particular; and what I have heard in the Ear, 
and ſeen with the Eye of my Underſtanding concern- 
ing others, I am made willing to publiſh as on the 
Houſe-top, and in Goſpel- Love intreat you to come 
to a Conſideration of your Ways, and to the Fear of 
the Lord, which is the Beginning of the Wiſdom 1 
have been recommending; and this will lead you to 
hate Pride and Arrogancy, and help you to depart 
from every evil Way; therefore I call upon you to 
ſanctify the Lord in your Hearts, let him be your 
Dread and your Fear: Fear to live in Forgetfulneis of 
God, who fees and marks your: Ways, and will moſt 
certainly judge according to them; rs: fear to 
live in a. careleſs, wanton and indolent Manner, O 
Profeſſor of Chriſt, who art called to be ſober, and to 
work out thine own Salvatiomuich Fear and Tremb- 
ling; who art calFd to Watchfulneſs and Prayer, and 
to be holy in all Manner of Converſation, that thou 
mayſt adorn the Doctrine of the Goſpel of cus Chriſt; 
fear then to bury thy Talent of Grace in an'outward 
Profeſſion or Form of Godlineſs, being inſenſible of the 
Power which would purge thy Conſcience from dead 
Works and Performances, and aſſiſt thee to worſhip 
God in Spirit and in Truth: Be afraid, J ſay, of a 
.Vill-worſhip, and voluntary Humility, and bend not 
the Knee of thy Body without firſt feeling thy Soul 
bowed. and prepared, by the humliling contriting 
Power of God influencing thee, under a real Senſe of 
ſpiritual Want to ſue to his Mercy for Relief, or in a 
Senſe of his abounding Love and Goodneſs to praiſe 
his great Name: For God cannot be mocked, and we 
deceive ourſelves, when we are drawing near with our 
Jap and our Hearts are far from him : Be afraid to 
Continue 
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kontinue to bffend the Moſt High, by always confeſ- 
ſing thyſelf a miſerable Sinner, without heartily apply- 
ing to God for Strength and Aſſiſtance to forlake Sin; 
for if thou continue thus a miſerable Offender againſt 
God's holy Laws, and die in this wretched State, where 
Chriſt is gone thbu 'canſt never come; therefore defer” 
not Repentante;* ft thou be ſuddenly ſummon'd to 
give up thy Stewardſhip,” and cited to appear at- che 
Bar of Divine Juſtice before thou art prepared; and. 
whether thy Account be in Order or Confuſion, there 
will be no Demur to thy Sentence; no more Time 
to rectify thine Errors; no more Sacrifice for Sin. 
But farther, be afraid, O Profeſſor, .to prophane the 
ſacred Name of God by Oaths or Curſes, or by taking 
it in vain in thy light and common Converſation, and 
if thou art guilty, remember how often thou art read- 
ing thine own Condemnation, when thou art repeating 
the third Commandment : Be afraid of ſaying in an 
irreverent and light Manner, thou hopeſt to be ſaved; 
which Hope is without Foundation, unlefs thou art 
rite, the unakerable Conditions of Salvation: 

e afraid of an immoderate Deſire for Wealth, an evil 
Covetouſneſs, becauſe ir is Idolatry ; and remember, 
the Covetous hath no more Place or Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of God, than the Drunkard or unclean Per- 
fon. Again, be afraid of the Sin of Pride, that uni- 
verſal Paſſion which eaſily beſets Men, and dwells in 
all unmortified Breaſts ; appearing in Malice, Envy, 
Hatred, Wrath, Strife, Emulation and Revenge; be- 
mg implacable and unmerciful, Sc. But it reſts not 
Here, for where this miſchievous Paſſion is, there is 
every evil Work; there is an ambitious Deſire of be- 
ing above their Brethren; and therefore it is ſeeking 
Wealth, Honour and Preferment (and no Wonder 
fuch as theſe do not believe ſavingly in the Doctrines 
of Chriſt) and is' ſhewing itſelf in the Gratification of 
the Luſt of the Eyes, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Pomps and V anities of this finful World : Be afraid 
to exhibit an Example in any of theſe Things, be- 
| | E cauſo 
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cauſe thou haſt prom ſed to renounce them all, and 
to keep God's holy Will and Commandments, being 


by him required not only to forſake Sin tor thy own = 


Sake, but to ſet a pious and 
Neighbours, that others may 


godly Example for thy 
follo thee as thou fol- 
tinue in a ſinful State; for tho' g meneitul Day of 
Y iration is ſtil] extended go this Ne don, it is not a 

dings, but 8 


BINS, gat the eee 

Token of his Kindneſs; hie ſpares you yet in 

Mercy, and his long Forbegrance is deſign'd to le 

you to Repentancez but remember, he will not always 

thus ſtrive with you; look at his Dealings with Man» 
rind in all Ages of the World, and you'll find he 
rſt viſited them in Love; but where his Mercy fail d 


; 


to moys the People to their Duty to him, his Judg- | 


ments took. Place; Ang haye we not great Reaſon to 
be alarm'd for this ſinful Nation, à Pegple laden in- 
deed with Iniquity ; far we haye feen his Diſpleaſure 
waxes hot againſt the Unrighteouineſs and Ungodli. 
neſs practiſed in this Land, and he has a Controverſy 
not only againſt your groſs Immoralities, but your 
Pride and Luxury, your Exeeſs in Meats, Drinks, 
and Apparel, your yain Amuſements and ſinful Diyep- 


tiſements, your corrupt Converlation, togliſh Talk. I 


ing, and idle jeſting; and without Repentance and 


Amendment, he will got only puniſh this Land, hut 


the, World for their Evil, and the Wicked for their 
Iniquity, and he will cayſe the Arrgganey of the 
Proud to ceaſe, and lay low the Haughtineſs af the 
Terrible; for he is about ta make Men more preciou 


And pure chan fine Gold, and to cauſe the Iſles (thoſe 


People that bow to his Power in the Day of Mercy) to 
wait for his Law, which ſhall yet 85 nd out of, Zion 
his holy Hill; and the Word (the Power) ol the Lord, 


ſhall govern che Inhabitants at his new Feru/alem ! _ 
And here let me add one Caution more; ſay not in 
thine Heart, the Viſion is remate, and will tarry lng, 
and {9 continue ho $45 gag ty drink, to plant nd N 
ä f ; DULL, 
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biiitd,” to buy and to fell, to marry, and indulge in 
your worldly Enjoyments, in a careleſs' and ; hs 
State; and . 4 the Judgments of God are not 
dily executed, yet I beſeech you, ſet not your 
earts to do evil; for remember, t is appointed to 
Men once to die, and you know not how ſoon you may 
be taken from all theſe Things which your Souls 
after; chen whoſe ſhall they be? Pl tell you behm- 
ed; In this agfpl Day when you are laid upon a dy- 
Pe Beg, if you retain your Reaſon, and the Habit of 
inning hath not repder'd you inſenſible thereof, and 
your Sins gre fet in order before your View, you will 
not matter whoſe theſe Things be, ar who may enjoy 
your Wealth, c. But Peace of Conſcience, and 
Reconciliation with that God you have offended, and 
lived without his Government in the World, will be 
what you'll want; and what you'll find your earthly 
Treaſure, your Bags of Gold, cannot purchaſe. I 
ſay, Sinner, if thou thus remain to a dying Hour, 
thou wilt be in great Terror; becauſe * it is not only 
appointed unto Men to die, bur after this, the Judg. 
ment of the righteous God, who will here render to 
every Man according to his Deeds : || Tribulation and 
Anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil; but 
Glory, Honour and Peace to every Man that worketh 
Good. *Tis the Judgment of this awful Day, that I 
am conſtrain'd to put you in Mind to make a ſuitable 
Preparation for; temporal Judgments and outward 
Calamities, though dreadful to think of, only affect 
the Body; 3 fear not Famine, Peſtilence, or 
the Sword of Men, which kill the Body, but are not 
able to kill the Soul, fear not any of theſe in Propor- 
tion to the Fear of him which is able 7 deſtroy both 
Soul and Body in Hell; for Þ it is a fearful Thing to fall 
into the Hands of the living God with your Sins unre- 
pented of; therefore fear him, who is worthy thereof, 
as well as to be loved, honoured, worſhipped and a- 
dored, not only for his Perfections, but for his good 
| ON Will 
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Will to Men, whom he calls to Virtue, chat he an 
bring them to Glory! 

And: now my Friends and Fellow-Mortals, 1 be⸗ 
ſeech you, let theſe Cautions and Admonitions, the 
Reſult of an ardent Deſire for the Good of your im- 
mortal Souls, be ſolidly conſidered by you; they will 
= burt zhe beſt of you: And ſuch of, you as have 

youſ Races Zion- ward, perhaps ma wonder that 
5 tiave n& dropped you a Word of Enęouragement by 
the Way; to theſe, I ſhall juſt ſay, I know it ill be 
well with the Righteous, 4 — them that hold on their 
Way, that love God above all Things, and always 
fear before him; but my preſent Buſineſs is to warn 
the Unri ghteous, that they flee from the Wrath which 
will certainly be revealed, either here or hereafter, a- 
gainſt all their ungodly Deeds: And may the God of 
all Grace, at whoſe Feet I lay down this ſmall Labour 


df Love, give 2beſe Repentance unto Lite, and a right 
Underſtanding: in all Things pertaining to Life and 


Godlinels, and if it be his Will, bleſs it in Degree to | 


his Glory, and their eternal Benefit. OH 
a 7 Ar 59 
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1 This Note refers to the latter Part of Page 16. 
WO See William Law's Unlawfulneſs of the Stage.— 


Biſhop Tillotſon's Sermons on Education, wherein he 
alls the Play-Houſe the Devil's Chapel. —Biſhop 
Burnet ſays, .Plays, &c. ought not to be tolerated in 


which Country profeſſing Chriſtianity.— In Horneck's De- 
ors Hf ight and Judgment, he condemns the Stage, &c,— 
5020! Colliers En _ wherein he proves the Stage unlaw- 
qe ul. Bedford, Vicar of Temple, Briſtol, expoſes 


he Wickedneſs and Immorality of the Stage; and 
adds, the Preſentments of the Magiſtrates of Briſtol, 
1706. See Stage condemned 1700, addreſs'd to 
Parliament ; with Teſtimonies of Stage Poets againſt 
Plays.—See Collection of Teſtimonies of Primitive 
hriſtians, by Prince. of Conti, tranſlated from the 
rench.—See a Tract, Stage-Plays inconſiſtent with 
hriſtianity,—See a late Tract, by a Gentleman of 
Oxford, Stage, Balls, &c. condemn'd. 
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